
Skilled Trades
UNBOXED

Demand for certified tradespersons is on the rise
across Nunavut due to a growing economy.
Tradespeople "earn while they learn" - after
completing an introductory course most trades
follow an apprenticeship model where students
receive on-the-job learning (paid work terms) with a
senior journeyperson between shorter "blocks" of
technical training, usually at colleges. Apprentices
often receive employment insurance during blocks of
training and a raise for the subsequent work term.
With this team system, students studying the trades
are set up for success!

Once all work terms and school blocks are complete,
students take the interprovincial red seal exam which
certifies them to work anywhere in Canada and to
supervise apprentices. Red seal status usually results
in a significant pay increase.

The 54 red seal trades, which are interprovincial
regulated, can be divided into five sectors as follows:

Construction
Construction electrician, carpenter, plumber, 
 powerline technician, oil heat systems
technician, steamfitter, welder

Transportation
Automotive service technician, heavy-duty
equipment technician, heavy equipment
operator (dozer, excavator, tractor-loader-
backhoe), truck and transport mechanic

Manufacturing
Industrial mechanic millwright, industrial
electrician, metal fabricator, acoustic and
lathing applicator

Information and digital technology
Instrumentation and control technician,
machinist, mobile crane operator

Service
Appliance service technician, parts
technician, cook, baker

                                          Arctic College offers a heavy equipment 
                                          operators occupational program and 
                                          pre-apprenticeship diplomas in carpentry,
oil heat systems tech, plumbing, electrical, and housing
maintainer. They also offer a 16-week pre-trades foundations
certificate to help students prepare for trades' entrance exam if
needed. With campuses in Chesterfield Inlet, Rankin Inlet,
Whale Cove, and Iqaluit, various supports are available to
beneficiaries to travel and train within Nunavut.

Pre-apprentice diplomas in other trades can be completed in
Ontario at various college campuses.

Post-Secondary

Find this UNBOXED online @ t.ly/zpzW to follow underlined links to more resources!

Judy Voisey
Career & Employment

Specialist
(709) 896-8076
jvoisey@wrdc.ca

Have Questions?
Need Support?

https://careersintrades.ca/what-are-the-skilled-trades/construction/
https://www.red-seal.ca/eng/trades/c.4nst_.2l.2ctr.3c.shtml
https://www.red-seal.ca/eng/trades/c.1rp.2nt.2r.shtml
https://www.red-seal.ca/eng/trades/pl.5mb.2r.shtml
https://www.red-seal.ca/eng/trades/p.4w.2rl.3n.2_t.2ch.shtml
https://www.red-seal.ca/eng/trades/.4.3lh.2.1t_t.2ch.shtml
https://www.red-seal.ca/eng/trades/st.2.1mf.3tt.2r.shtml
https://www.red-seal.ca/eng/trades/w.2ld.2r.shtml
https://careersintrades.ca/what-are-the-skilled-trades/transportation/
https://careersintrades.ca/what-are-the-skilled-trades/transportation/
https://www.red-seal.ca/eng/trades/.1.5t.4t.2ch.shtml
https://www.red-seal.ca/eng/trades/hd.2t.shtml
https://www.red-seal.ca/eng/trades/h.2.4_d.4z.2r.shtml
https://www.red-seal.ca/eng/trades/h.2.4_.2xc.1v.1t.4r.shtml
https://www.red-seal.ca/eng/trades/h.2.4_tlb.shtml
https://www.red-seal.ca/eng/trades/tr.5ck_tr.1nsp_m.2ch.shtml
https://careersintrades.ca/what-are-the-skilled-trades/manufacturing/
https://www.red-seal.ca/eng/trades/.3nd.5str.3.1l_m.2c.1n.3c.shtml
https://www.red-seal.ca/eng/trades/.3nd.5str.3.1l_.2l.2ctr.3c.shtml
https://www.red-seal.ca/eng/trades/m.2t.1l_f.1b.shtml
https://www.red-seal.ca/eng/trades/l.1th.2r.shtml
https://www.red-seal.ca/eng/trades/.3ct.shtml
https://www.red-seal.ca/eng/trades/m.1ch.3n.3st.shtml
https://www.red-seal.ca/eng/trades/m.4b.3l.2cr.1n.2.4p.shtml
https://careersintrades.ca/what-are-the-skilled-trades/service/
https://www.red-seal.ca/eng/trades/.1ppl.3.1nc.2_t.2ch.shtml
https://www.red-seal.ca/eng/trades/p.1rtsp.2rs.4n.shtml
https://www.red-seal.ca/eng/trades/c.4.4k.shtml
https://www.red-seal.ca/eng/trades/b.1k.2r.shtml
https://www.arcticcollege.com/occupation
https://www.arcticcollege.com/occupation
https://www.arcticcollege.com/occupation
https://www.arcticcollege.com/pre-apprenticeship
https://www.arcticcollege.com/foundations
https://www.ontariocolleges.ca/en/programs
http://t.ly/zpzW
https://stemforgirls.ca/about/our-role-models/
https://wrdc.ca/staff/judy-voisey-career-employment-specialist-labrador/


Careers in the Skilled Trades

                                          Skilled trades offer a wide 
                                          variety of possible careers that
are in high demand in Nunavut. When deciding to
invest your time, effort, and money into a career
some factors you should consider are the day-to-day
circumstances of the job, the demand for certified
tradespeople in a geographical area, and salary
expectations.  Currently, employers are actively
seeking many certified tradespeople including
heavy equipment operators and technicians,
powerline technicians, millwrights, mobile crane
operators, and mechanics - amongst others.

Carrefour
Careermine
indeed
Government of Canada Job Bank
Government of Canada Jobs
Government of Nunavut Jobs
Workopolis

Connecting with professionals in roles or companies
that interest you, such as through LinkedIn, is often a
great source of labour market information. Here are
some jobs boards with Nunavut listings to start your
search:

Job Search and the Labour Market

Shana Burgess
Mine Technician

Beatice Clowe
Heavy Equipment

Operator

Nova McCoy
Industrial Electrical

Apprentice

Fay Pittman
Deputy Director /
Rail Area Manager

#Indigenous Women in Trades

Cassandra Whelan-Snook 
Millwright

Courtney Smith
Carpenter Apprentice

Beverley Fagan
Welder

Sara James
Heavy Equipment

Operator

#Women in Trades

Find this UNBOXED online @ t.ly/zpzW to follow underlined links to more resources!

https://stemforgirls.ca/about/our-role-models/entry/464/
https://stemforgirls.ca/about/our-role-models/entry/464/
https://stemforgirls.ca/about/our-role-models/entry/464/
https://stemforgirls.ca/about/our-role-models/entry/551/
https://stemforgirls.ca/about/our-role-models/entry/471/
https://stemforgirls.ca/about/our-role-models/entry/475/
https://stemforgirls.ca/about/our-role-models/entry/558/
https://stemforgirls.ca/about/our-role-models/entry/496/
https://carrefournunavut.ca/en/work/jobs-bank
https://www.careermine.com/jobs/trade-and-skilled/nunavut/
https://ca.indeed.com/jobs?q=skilled+trades&l=Nunavut
https://www.jobbank.gc.ca/jobsearch/jobsearch?searchstring=&locationstring=Nunavut
https://emploisfp-psjobs.cfp-psc.gc.ca/psrs-srfp/applicant/page2440?locationsFilter=nunavut&selectionProcessNumber=&officialLanguage=&title=trades&tab=1&search=Search+jobs&addedLocation=P13&departments=&log=false
https://www.gov.nu.ca/public-jobs
https://www.workopolis.com/jobsearch/find-jobs?ak=skilled+trades&l=nunavut+canada
https://stemforgirls.ca/about/our-role-models/entry/464/
https://stemforgirls.ca/about/our-role-models/entry/501/
https://stemforgirls.ca/about/our-role-models/entry/494/
https://stemforgirls.ca/about/our-role-models/entry/551/
https://stemforgirls.ca/about/our-role-models/entry/471/
https://stemforgirls.ca/about/our-role-models/entry/471/
https://stemforgirls.ca/about/our-role-models/entry/475/
https://stemforgirls.ca/about/our-role-models/entry/558/?pagenum=1
https://stemforgirls.ca/about/our-role-models/entry/558/?pagenum=1
https://stemforgirls.ca/about/our-role-models/entry/496/
http://t.ly/zpzW
https://stemforgirls.ca/about/our-role-models/


Indigenous Role Models

Fay Pittman

Chief Engineer, Metrolinx

Hometown

Deputy Director and Rail Area Manager,
Baffinland at time of recording and

profile questions.

Cartwright, NL

Education
Bachelor of

Engineering (Civil),
Memorial University

Q&A Video

What do you love most about your profession?
Why did you choose this career?

I chose engineering because I enjoyed math and science in high school
and I was looking for a career that would allow me to develop and use

my proficiency in those subjects. Engineering is all about problem-
solving and every day is different. Throughout my 20+ year career, I have

worked in the Oil and Gas industry in Alberta and Saskatchewan, for
Canadian Pacific Railway in multiple locations and roles across western

Canada, and on mining projects in Labrador and Nunavut.

When did you realize you wanted to work in
STEM and Skilled Trades?

Growing up in coastal Labrador did not provide me with much exposure
to STEM or skilled trades. It wasn’t until I started General Studies at

Memorial University that I began to explore the opportunities that were
available in this field and landed on engineering as my program of

choice.

Why do we need more women in
STEM and Skilled Trades?

Women are currently under-represented in STEM and skilled trades
careers. It is important for more women to enter these careers to provide
employers with diverse viewpoints, to provide women with high-paying

career opportunities, and to provide role models for girls and women.

What does your typical workday involve?
In my role as Rail Area Manager, I am responsible for managing the

planning and execution phase of a rail expansion project for Baffinland’s
iron ore mine in Nunavut. This project includes the construction of a new,

110 km rail system connecting the mine site to the port site and will
replace the existing haul truck operation. I am involved in procuring

locomotives, railcars, rail steel and ties, managing contracts for building
the railway, and negotiating the rail operations and maintenance

contract. I am presently based in Baffinland’s corporate office in Oakville,
ON but I travel to the mine site on Baffin Island several times a year.

Who is your role model?
 I found many role models in the teachers who inspired me to do my best

and pursue a university education. I have also encountered many role
models throughout my career that have ranged from my peers, direct
reports, and executives in the various organizations I have worked in. I

believe that everyone you encounter can provide you with learning
opportunities and inspiration.

https://stemforgirls.ca/about/our-role-models/entry/551/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0wvHitmz8eE


Video

Allyship to me is supporters for women in the industry. Someone who
gives equal opportunity to women in getting more training and

opportunities to excel ... As an indigenous woman, to be seen and
heard, to be given the opportunity to excel at this, and to be treated

equally and fairly. From my supervisors, other trainers, and from
leadership it's been a great support system for myself and other

indigenous women.*
 
 

Indigenous Role Models

Beatrice Clowe

Heavy Equipment
Operator, Vale

Hometown
Sheshatshiu, NL

Education
Underground Common

Core Training from
Norcat in Sudbury, ON

What do you love most about your profession?
Why did you choose this career?

What I love most about my profession is the family-like atmosphere that
we develop as coworkers because the experiences we have and our

knowledge is top-class. Everyone looks out for each other and you have
to give that trust back because working underground is a different world
and everyone wants to see each other return home safe after two weeks.

I chose this career because I was offered the opportunity to try
something new with underground training and ever since I've been so

glad I've chosen this career path. I have never known how many people
from Newfoundland there are in the mining industry. So amazing to learn

from as a trainee entering this industry.

When did you realize you wanted to work in
STEM and Skilled Trades?

I always loved to see people driving the heavy equipment and always
wanted to try it out.

12 hr shift with 2 weeks in and 2 weeks out. I mostly work with a
development crew with further develops the underground mine at one

of the two underground mines at Voiseys bay.

What does your typical workday involve?

It doesn't matter what age you find your passion just go for it! I would
absolutely love to see more women in this industry! I love celebrating
new women who chose to go into this industry, especially indigenous

women.

What advice would you give others who might
be considering a career like yours?

What does allyship mean to you?

*Transcribed from "Talking Allyship with Women in Trades Professionals"
Scan QR Code (left) to hear more.

Beatrice Clowe is one of the four
women in trades featured in this video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pIZh9Pe9XEk

